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The purposes and content of housing and interior design courses as 
. described by the federal Security Agency Office of F.ducation are as 
follows: 
Housing., house furnishing., and household equipment courses 
are designed to help students realize how housing af'fects 
the mental and physical health of f'am.ily members; and also 
how some trends in design., construction., manufacture and 
marketing of houses, home equipment, and furnishings are 
related to family needs. Experiences in choosing and using 
equipment, in planning for and furnishing rooms or parts 
of rooms., and in helping with the planning., reorganizing, 
or rearranging of rooms or houses help students develop 
some ability to select and care for houses, house furnishing., 
and equipment so as to add to the attractiveness, safety, 
and efficiency of' the house and the satisfaction of' family 
members. Students also develop a desire to contribute ·-to 
better housing f'or other families.l 
The purpose of the current study is to ascertain what courses of 
study should be taken by the student preparing for a career in housing 
and interior design; and to recommend changes for the present curriculum 
at Oklahoma. State University. 
The writer wishes to thank Dr. Maia Nygren, .Professor end Head or the 
Department or Housing and Interior Design.., Oklahoma State University, 
for her expert guidance and helpful. suggestions and criticismso Indebted• 
ness is also acknowledged to Milton Paschall, Assistant Professor or 
l!!!!!, Economics!!, Colleges and Universities of' the United Stateso 
Federal Security Agency, Office oT°lducationo Washington, D. c. 
Government Printing Office., 19.510 (Vocational Division Bulletin Noo 244; 
Home Economics Education Series No. 26.) 
481142 iii 
Hou.sing and Interior Design; and Dro Millie Pearson, Professor of Home 
Economics Education., for their contributions as members of the advisory 
committee. The writer also acknowledges his indebtedness to former majors 
of the Housing and Interior Design Department who graduated between the 
years 1955 to 1960 and who are now gainfully employed, members of the 
Oklahoma Chapter of the American. Institute of Interior Designers; and 
furniture buyers located in various cities in Oklahoma who thoughtfully 
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In recent years there has been a great deal or discussion by home 
economists and others concerning the aims of a program ot study in 
... - - .. -
housing and interior designo Annual meetings held by representatives 
from land grant colleges have been for the purposes ora exchanging 
information on basic philosophy and purposes, sharing information on 
teaching techniques, exploring ways of improving instruction in housing; 
and determining what attitudes, understandings, knowledge and skills 
should be gained through study in all areas of knowledge related to 
· housing.1 The delegates at these meetings represent various aspects of 
housing and interior design; that is, household equipment, home furnish-
ings, interior design, home management, and housing. They participate in 
order,,.jrP find better ways and me.ans oi' meeting their obligations to their 
students. Even as this study is being completed, plans are in progress 
for a meeting to be held at French Lick, Indiana, at which the educator's 
responsibilities in the various areas of home economics at different 
levels of teaching will be more clearly defined and basic subject matter 
appropriate to university level instruction will be identifiedo Parts of 
this meeting are to be devoted to discussing curriculum related to housing, 
interior design, and home furnishings. 
1 
Proceedings of Third Housing Conference (Mimeographed report), 
October 7-10, 1959;-"0klahoma. State Universityo 
1 
According to Justman and Mais., the curriculum 
• • • is an instrument of education., the chief means available 
to the teacher for the accomplishment of his educational 
purposeo 2 
They believe., however, that there is much to be discovered in the 
. process of planning an effective curriculum, for they says 
To laymen a profession is supposed to hold no secrets for its 
praeticioriers9 those in the profession know better" It should 
be admitted that there is much relating to curriculum concern= 
iqg which knowledge is lacking, in which professional procedure 
is based on trial- and error., hypothesis., or simply faith. We 
behave sometimes as if there were no curriculum problems that 
greater resources of money or manpower could not solve. Such 
self' ... assurance is not justified; it would be healthier to 
acknowledge that in many respects our approach toward assembling, 
organizing., and conducting a program of study is experimental 
and tentative,) 
2 
Many people, including faculty, students, parents, and alumni, should 
participate at appropriate stages in curriculum planning and evaluation to 
discovers (1) what materials are significant., (2) what objectives are 
worth dealing with., and (3) how to effectively present materials and 
develop objectives. Before these can be determined., however., those 
involved in the planning and evaluating processes must have some concept 
of the ultimate goals for a curriculum. In relation to goa.ls 9 Spafford 
saysg "Changed behavior is the ultimate goal of education. The individual 
thinks and feels differently because of his learning 9 but most important 
of all, he acts diff'erently.4 In general., educators agree that goals 
should be functional in order £or them to be of value, and they should be 
2Joseph Justman and.Walter H. Mais, Cellege Teachinga Its Practice 
and Its Potential (New York., 1956)., Po 129. 
3Ibid. 
· 4rvol Spafford, Fundamentals ~ Teaching ~ Economics (New York., 
1956)., p. 75. 
3 
flexible enough to meet the needs of each individual studento This does 
not mean that goals must be stated so generally they cannot serve as 
ef'.fecti ve guides, but they should be broad enough to encompass large areas 
of learning and pliant enough to accommodate changes in the social and 
economic structure of society. 
Broadly speaking, the fundamental goal for any curriculum is to 
prepa.re the student to assume his various roles in society. In developing 
a curriculum which will lead toward this goal, the student's future profesw 
sional or vocational role and his social roles must be defined. One of the 
· professional roles toward which many people strive is that of the interior 
designer .. 
According to the most recent definitioa given by the American Institute 
of Interior Designers, the interior designer is one wh.og 
0 
Designs, plans and furnishes interiQrs of houses, commercial and 
institutional structures, hotels, clubs, ships, theatres, as 
well as set decorations ror motion picture arts and television. 
Makes drawings and plans of rooms showing pla.cement o:f furni ... 
ture9 fioo:r coverings, wall decorations, and determines color 
scheme. Furnishes complete cost estimates for client's approval. 
Makes necessary purchases, places contracts, supervises con-
struction, installa.tion, finishing and placement of furniture, 
fixtures, and other corre~ated furnishings, and follows through 
0 to completion of project.5 
In providing a curriculum for the student studying to become an interior 
designer, therefore, educators must provide experiences in which the 
student can acquire the competencies necessary for the professional 
activities he will be expected to assume. 
In regard to preparing the student for his various social roles, 
Davies saysa 
5iBEducation end Career Information)) n American Insti.tute of Decorators 
(New York, 1960). 
In carrying out the work of housing education, educators 
and educat,ional institutions should work to a 
1. Educa.te consumers to the needs and possibilities 
of good housing ••• 
2. 
3. 
Educate in such knowledges and understandings as 
a. Need for government housing and slum 
clearance. • • 
b. Conditions of housing of lower-income classes. 
c. Justification for government participation in 
housing ••• 
d. Crime II disease 11 and delinquency arising out 
of slum conditions •.• 
e. Economic losses arising from lowered morals, 
crime, and insanity resulting from bad 
housing ••• 
f. Relationship of housing to business groups and 
other groups in the community ••• 
Inform the-public about best construction methods. 
• 0 
0 • 
4. Provide information for home buyers relative to home 
finance ••• 
5. Educate home owners to the need of keeping their 
property in repair. 
6. Gather scientific data regarding housing. 
7. Educate the public to realize the necessity for 
community planning in relB,tion to any satisfa~tory 
housing program •• o 
80 Make the public slum conscious. . • 6 
The present study is an investigation to determine what areas of' 
4 
study should be included in a curriculum designed to prepare a student for 
a pro:f'essio?al position in the field of' housing or interior design and to 
prepare him sufficiently for his responsibilities to society. In addition 
to providing some knowledge pertinent to the development of curricula for 
housing and interior design, the writer hopes th9: study also will pro:dde 
a basis for future studies. 
6Joseph Earl Davis, Fundamentals .2£ Housing Stud;y: (New Y,ork., 1938)., 
p. 274. 
Statement of the Problem 
What do professionally active people recommend be included in a 
housing and interior design curriculum? 
The study seeks to determine what should be incorporated into a 
curriculum required of housing and interior de~ign majors. 
'1!f The Purposes of the Study 
The purposes of the study are two-foldo The first purpose is to 
discover and consider the recommendations ma.de by three groups of people 
who would probably have some concern for or.interest in a housing and 
interior design currioulumo The seoond purpose is to establish bases for 
.f'u.ture studies regarding the housing and interior design curriculum. 
Hy-pothesis 
r Ma.jor Hypothesiso There will be a consensus among persons gainfully 
1,,,,/ employed in variou.s professional .f'ields rel$.ted to housing and interior 
-;;1 
design regarding the value of' certain courses to an undergraduate 
; curriculum in housing and interior design. 
I -.....,...,.,,.,, __ 
Procedures of' the Study 
The procedures used in making this study ere as f'ollowss 
; -~">... .• ,: , . 
1. The problem was identified. 
2. An. instrument was developed for obtaining the datao . 
3. The instrument was pretested and changes were made to improve 
its elari ty and meaningfulness. 
4, The data were collected and analyzed. 
5, The findings were presented in a written form. 
6 
Methodology 
Three groups of respondents were selected £or study and an instrument 
was developed for obtaining the data. 
~Selection£;! Respondents 
To obtain professional opinions concerning areas of study important 
to the field of housing and interi~r design, three groups of gainfully 
employed persons were sele~ted to participate in the studyo These groups 
consisted o.fg (1) the A©tb·e Members of' the Oklahoma Chapter of the 
Amerie~n Institute or Interior Designers, (2) furniture buyers from certain 
cities in Oklahoma, 19lld (3) former majors or the Oklahoma State University 
Department of Housing and Interior Design who graduated between the ,ye@rs 
195.5 to 1960 and who are now employed. 
The members of the Oklahoma Chapter of the American Institute of 
Interior Designers were selected to partake in the study bece:use their 
organization is the only nationally recognized professional group in the 
field of interior design in Oklahomao The group of furniture buyers were 
selected because their profession is closely allied to the field of interior 
' 
designo This group of respondents was obtained in the following manner& 
cities in Oklahoma h~ving a population of ten thousand or more were 
_. selected beca:use it was considered probable that a town of that size would 
have a fairly l@rrge furniture ms.rket &nd interior design operation. 
Smaller cities having only one iurni ture store or none ::rt all were thus 
eliminated. According to the 1960 census, there are twenty-six cities 
having a p©>pulation we:r ten thous//IDd in Oklahoma. Starting alph.abetiieally 
with the names of the ci.ties.9 a list was compiled of fUTniture retail 
stores in each of the twenty ... six cities. The names of the stores were 
obtained from the Southwestern Bell Telephone directories of the cities. 
From this listing9 f!Nery fifth furniture store was selected until 
one-hundred furniture stores had been choseno This number of furniture 
stores was selected in order to improve the possibility of an adequate 
number of completed questionnaires being returned. 
7 
Former majors were selected because of their experience with the 
present curriculum in housing and interior design at Oklahoma State 
University4 Only those who graduated between 1955 and 1960 were selected, 
however, because previous te> that time the Housing and Interior Design 
Department was not a separate unit in the College of Home Economics" The 
selection of former graduates was limited to those gainfully employed 
because it was .felt that their professional experiences would make their 
contribution more valid, According to the la.test employment record 
maintained by the department only twelve of the former majors who gradua 
ated from the Department of Heusing and Interior Design at Oklahoma State 
University between the years 1955 to 1960 are gainfully employed in an 
occupation directly or indirectly related to the fields embraced by the-
department, 
Development .2£. ~ Instrument 
The instrument used for obtaining the data in the current study is 
of the mailed check-list type of questionnaire. An instrument of this 
nature was developed for use because it made possible a certain amount of 
standardization of responses and because time and money did not permit 
individual discussions with the respondents. 
Prior to developing the questionnaire, a review was made of the 
literature concerning curriculum development in general and the housing 
and interior design curriculum in particular. This literature included 
magazine articles and publications by various professional organizations 
and government agencies~ 
Because the three groups of respondents differ in that they are in 
separate phases of the furniture industry and their educational back-
grounds are varied, the writer prepared two questionnaires which could be 
mailed to the respondents; one to be mailed to former majors of the 
Oklahoma State University Housing and Interior Design Department and the 
~ther to the members of the Oklahoma Chapter of the American Institute 
of Interior Designers and the furniture buyers. 
' ' 
The questionnaire developed for the former majors of the Heusing and 
Inte~ior Design Department asked them to evaluate the courses of study" in 
the curriculum required by the departmento They were asked to indicate 
their evaluation of each course by circling the number at the left which 
corresponded with their evaluation. The levels of evaluation weres 
8 
(1) WDid not need as much as was required", (2) "Had a sufficient amount", 
( 3) l~ish I had had more. tn 
The questionnaire also contained a list of ''desired objectives'' 
which had been developed as a result of a previous investigation conducted 
by the writer. The former majors 'Were asked to indicate which of these 
Vijdesired objectives" should be achieved by the student majoring in 
housing and interior design. Questions were also included which asked 
the former majors to give information about their occupations since 
leaving school; their suggestions for strengthening the courses in the 
curriculum; their reasons for choesing housing and interior design as 
their major; and additional schooling taken since graduation., Ample space 
was allowed to permit the respondents to write additional comments if they 
so desired. 
The questionnaire developed for the members of' the Oklahoma Chapter 
of the American Institute of Interior Designers and the furniture buyers 
9 
requested their evaluations of the various areas of study in their under• 
graduate preparation or what they thought would be valuable to the student 
who desires to become a furniture merchandiser or an interior designer. 
The respondents of' these two groups were to indicate their evaluation by 
circling a number representing one of the following levels @f evaluationg 
(2) ttOf no value, should be omitted'oi (1) ioor some value., should be 
included if possible~ 99 {O) ooof great value, should definitely be a part 
of' the undergraduate curriculum. e, This questionnaire also contained the 
list of tr0desired otttcomesltr and asked the respondents of these two groups 
to indicate which they considered to be essential to people associated 
with,interior design or the home furnishings industryo In addition, each 
respondent was asked to tell whether or not he had graduated from college,; 
what he feels was his most valuable experience in his undergraduate 
curriculumi why he chose interior design as his major in college, his 
occupation for the first three months after graduation; and additional 
schooling taken since graduationo This questionnaire also provided 
opportunity for the respondent to give additional comments relating to 
the question.so 
The two questionnaires were submitted to the writer I s advisory 
committee for their cormnents and criticismso The suggestions made by 
the various members of the committee were adopted and the questionnaires 
were revi.sed. The questionnaires were then pretested and, .f'ollewing 
additional revisions, were sent to the participants of the studyo 
10 
Description of Respondents 
Former Ma.,jors 
The ten former majors responding te the questionnaire are not 
distributed equally among the various graduating classes. Five graduated 
in 1957, one in 1958, two in 1959, and two in 19600 Six or the .former 
. majors responding to the questionnaire are males and four are .females. 
Only four of the graduates had completed all of their undergraduate work 
at Oklshcma State University. The other six had attended junior colleges 
-· ~-- .. ' '.. . 
and other colleg!s and universities before entering Oklahoma State 
U~v~rsity. Prior to entering Oklahoma State University, nine of those 
included in the study lived in cities and one lived in a rural non-farm 
area. 
The former majors who participated in the study now live in cities 
of four states. Fi~e respondents __ are living in Texas; three in Oklahoma; 
one in Florida; and one in Arizona. Since their graduation a number of' 
,, •-, ·- ·-
..• 
occupations have been experienced by tb.e former majors. Some of the 
occupations listed area trainee; deoorawrJ buyerJ carpet salesman.J 
furniture salesman; instructor in housing and interior design; specialist 
in housing and home furnishings;· designer of commercial interiors; and 
arohi tectural and industrial designer. This is a broad representation of 
careers possible for graduates 0£ the housing and interior department. 
. . . 
All ten of' the :f'o:rmer majors had been empleyed immediately after 
graduation; five in the field of' interior design within the first three 
months after graduationo Fields other than interior design in which former 
majors were gainfully employed within three months after graduation area 
carpet salesman; trainee for buyer in department store; and work in .fashion 
merchandising~ 
11 
The question regarding factors which influenced the former major 1 s 
choice of housing and interior design as a major while in college was so 
stated that more than one influence could be indicated. This was done 
because it was deemed possible that more than one reason could influence 
a student in his choice of a major. Most of the majors indicated two or 
more reasons had influenced their choice of study. Six indicated tha.t they 
wished to become an interior designer; six that they liked to be creative, 
four that they wished to become wage earners, three that they liked to do 
things with their hands, such as crafts, one indicated that his friends 
influenced him; one that his par,entts encouraged him, and one that he 
thought it to be a more practical course. From these data concerning 
influences it appears that,.· in general, the former majors selected study 
in housing and interior design because these areas gave promise of 
satisfying their own personal desires. 
Five of the former majors indicated they had taken additional work 
since receiving their bachelor I s degree, Three have taken more school 
work to meet professional improvement requirements, and two to work 
toward a master's degree. Five recommended graduate work. They suggested 
work at a design school or an art schooL 
Members £! ~ Oklahoma Chapter .2£ ~ American Institute .2£ 
Interior Designers 
Seven members of the Oklahoma Chapter of the American Institute 
of Interior Designers are college graduates who had majored in art, 
interior decoration, textiles,, or interior architecture and design. 
The members who selected interior design as their major were asked to 
check the reason which caused them to choose interior design as their 
m8.jor. The influence indicated most frequently was their wish to 
12 
become an interior designer while, "I like to do things with my hands such 
as crafts,IV and 11I like to be creative, 11 were the influences of next 
importance. 
In giving their reasons for taking additional work since receiving 
their bachelor's degree, two of the members indicated they had taken 
addi tiona.l work to meet professional improvement requirements; one had 
taken work for a master• s degree. Five members of the Oklahoma Chapter 
of the American Institute of Interior Designers recommend gradu~te w@rko 
The types ·or graduate work suggested by them ares school of interior 
decoration.9 work at Parsons School of Design; and architectureo 
Four of the members indicated they were gainfully employed within 
the first three months after graduation; one entered the armed service; 
and two were employed in another fieldo Other fields in which the members 
of the Oklahoma Chapter of the American Institute of Interior Designers 
indicated they had been employed are& portrait painting, teaching graphics 
and plastic arts; and assistant in department of textiles and arto 
Furniture Buyers 
Of the forty furniture buyers responding to the questionnaire, 
seventeen indicated they were college graduates. Their majors in college 
were& marketing; business administra.tioni business; business management, 
history and a:rchi tecture; hollSing and interior design; interiGr design; 
fashion merchandising; school administration, journalism; e.ccounting; 
elementary educationo 
The furniture buyers who selected interior design as their major 
indicated that the factors which had influenced their choice of' interior 
design as a major while in college wereg the desire to be creative, 
followed by the wish to become an interior designer and liking to do 
things with their hands such as cra.ftso 
13 
Four furniture buyers have taken additional work ta meet professional 
improvement requirements; one for a master's degree; and two beyond a 
master's degree. Thirteen furniture. buyers recommend graduate work while 
fifteen do not, and twelve do not make a recommendationo The types and 
places of graduate work suggested by the furniture buyers are: furniture 
de~i,gn, salesmanship, business procedures, design, color and fabrics, 
decorating studio, psychology, and management, and Parsons: School of 
Design. 
Within the first three months after graduation, four of the 
furni tu.re buyers were employed in interior design; two in the armed 
service; and seven in another fieldo The fields in which the furniture 
buyers had had other employment were: retail merchandising; carpet sales· 
in furniture store; newspaper work; and high school teaching. Twent;t ... 
seven of the furniture buyers did not respond to this question~ 
CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
Preparatory to making the study, the writer reviewed literature 
concerning the development of' a curriculum and of studies pertaining 
particularly to housing and interior design curricula. The review 
included theses, books, articles f'rom professional magazines, leanets., and 
bulletins. 
The literature reviewed herein is concerned with two general areas. 
These areas are~ (1) principles of curriculum planning or develepment; 
and (2) studies relating to curriculum .for.a housing and interior design 
program. 
Principles C!>.f Curriculum Planning or Development 
Anderson justifies the need f'or curriculum study in the following 
manner1 
The rapidi·ty o.t' social change is in itself' a reason for 
curriculum study. We may be uncomfortably aware that the 
changes in society seem to be racing 'With the speed of' a 
jet plane, ,vhile the curriculum changes crawl like the 
tortoise9 The scientific advancement in atomic energy 
alone, with its world-shaking consequences, spells a need f'or 
change in the curriculum.l 
lver:non E. Arider son,· Principles and Procedures of Curriculum 
Improvement (New York., 1956}, p. 4. - = 
14 
Is curriculum reconstruction necessary? 
"i 
Hopkins:'' answer to this 
question is: 
Human experience seems to show that with changing social life 
there must come both biological and social readjustment. 
Since the school system is a social institution, it would 
seem that it must be amenable to similar laws.2 
Many procedures have·been recommended for the development of a 
15 
curriculum. Tyler identifies four fundamental questions that should be 
considered when developing a curriculum and plan of instruction and he 
also suggests possible solutions. His questions aret 
I. What educational purposes should the school seek to attain? 
II. How can learning- experiences be selected which are likely 
to be useful in attaining these objectives? 
III. How can learning experiences be organized for effective 
instruction? 
IV. How can the ·effectiveness of learning experiences be 
evaluated?3 
In obtaining the answers to questions I and II, he suggests subject 
specialists as sources for objectives. 
Spafford believes that those who have had experience with a curriculum 
can assist in curriculum development.· In regard to this, she says& 
Alumnae and nongraduates can help in appraising a department's 
offerings. They speak from experience and are in a position 
to pass judgment on the strengths and weaknesses of the 
program· as they use their learning in their own living and 
as homemakers or professionally employed persons, or both.4 
21. Thomas Hopkins, Curriculum Principles .!!!2. Practices (New York, 
1929), p. 3, 
3Ralph W. Tyler, Basic Principles ,2!:, Curriculum~ Instruction 
(Chicago, 1957), pp. 3•60.. · 
4Ivol Spafford, Home Economics in Higher Education (Washington, D. c., - - ---------1949), p4 30, 
thatt 
Justman and Mais, in their approach to curriculum development say 
Once a trQUble spot is located, the portion of the curriculum 
affected sheuld be scrutinized and an attempt made to assemble 
all pertinent inf'ormatien. Talks with students, teachers, and 
counselors, analysis or students• programs and academic records, 
review of course syllabi, outlines, and study materials, and 
reliable stmidardized tests may- serve to establish more 
precisely the nat11re of the difficulty and sometimes suggest the· 
needed remedyo5 . . 
They also say& 
It is useful to know how other institution.a are dealing with 
comparable problems in order to check or verify certain 
assumptions, gain insight into possible procedures., - or · 
discover. and avoid unanticipated diff'icultieso A canvass of' 
research studies will disclose findings on disputed matterso 6 . •. 
16 
From the review of literature., the writer concluded that former grad-
uates who had experienced a curriculum and professionally active people who 
had probably·experienced similar curricula or could speak .from their 
knowledge of professional responsibilities would be a valuable source fer 
their ideas regarding courses of study- required of an undergraduateo 
Studies Pertaining to Planning a Curriculum Relating to 
Housing and Interior Design 
A review of the.literature revealed that little writing 0r research 
has been dane in regard to· planning a ourricul um for the areas of housing 
and interior design. 
The chief purpose of a study cenducted by Davies was to determine 
the understandings wb.ich should be set up as objectives in a study- of 
5Joseph Justman and Walter Ho Mais, £2,llege Teachings 
and Its Potential (New York., 1956)., p. 160. 




\J\- housingo His assumption was that education should aid in promoting 
desirable changes in housing conditions. After studying facts and opinions 
expressed in writings by experts on housing, he derived a number of 
generaliza.t;ona which he suggested could be used as a. basis fol" several 
units in a course on housing at the college level. According to him, 
these generalizations are expressive of& (1) housing conditions, 
(2) effects of housing conditions upon human life, (3) factors which 
determine housing conditi@ns, @nd (4) shortages among these fQctors.7 
The purpose of a study conducted by a special committee at the 
University of Southern California was to examine the :relationship Md 
responsibility of higher education to the field of housing. As a result 
of interviews conducted by faculty at the University of Southern 
California with persons actively engaged with public and private housing 
and with representatives of the consuming public, the special committee 
suggested the following curriculum be used in housing eduoations 
FIRST YEAR 
: l :s't, Semester 
Units 
Englisn Composition I~ • • • .3 
M,athematics I. •. , •. , .•. ~ . . 3 
Main and Civilization I~. • .3 
Saiince •••• : ••••••••••••• 5 
Physical Education ••••••• l 
Tota.lo o , o o o {I ••• o o o ti o • o o 'Cl rs', 
2nd Semester 
Units 
English Composition II •••• 3 
Mathematics II ••••••.• ~ ... ·3 
Man and Civilization II ••• 3 
Soi8nceo O' 0 0 • 0 0 0 C • "' (l O O • 0 ti • 0 ' 
Physical Education •••••. ~. l 
Total •• , .....•• , , .-. ~ 





Economics Iooooo••••••••• 3 
Aeewnting I ••••• ., •••.••. 3 
American Civilization a,;id 
Institutions Io •••• u • • 2 
Problems of' Human 
Behavior I. • . . . . . . . . . • • 3 
English (Literature) ••••. .3 
Physical Education ••••••• 1 
. 'I' otal • .. • • . • • • • • . • • i's*' 
2nd Semester 
Units 
Economies II ••••••.•••••. 3 
Sociology I ••••••..•..•• ~ , 3. 
American Civilization and 
Institutions II •••••••• 2 
Problems o.r Human 
Behavior II •••.•••••••• · 3 
English (Public Speaking) 3 
Physical Education.. . . . • • 1 




Statistics ••••. ·.~ ••.••.•. 3 
Economic, Social, and 
. Poli :tic al Aspects o:r 
Housing I.-~ • . . . . . . • • • • • .3 
Business Organization and 
Administration.... . • • • . 3· 
Real Estate Principles ' 
and Practices I. . . . . . • . 3 . · 
Land Use and Urban Plan-
h~zig .~ ·.· ... ~"' . . 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 • 0 . •. 0 . 2 
Dwe'.!,ling Plan and 
.ConEltruction I ••••••••• 2 




Business Cycles •••....• 3 
Economic, Social., and 
Pcli:t,ical Aspects o.f 
Housing II •••• , • . • • • • . • 3 · 
Business. Law. 1 ••••••••• ., • ;3, 
Real Estate ~inciples 
ancf Practices II ••••••. 3 
The t3u,ilding Enterprie.e 
and .. -Finance ••.• ;, ••• -.< ••• 2 
Dwelling Plan and 
Construction II •••••••• 2 




Site Planning (2) 
Areas of Specialization· 
Management 





tices of Property 
Management O) 
Principles of Public 
Administrations 
Staff Functions (3) 




Tenant Relations Principles of Public 
Organization and 
Management (2) 
Building Laws & 
Codes (2) 
Electives from other 
special ties (5) 
Alpraisal and 
. ' . ssessmenr 
Cost Estimating 
(3 ... 3) 
Advanced Appraisal 
& Fieiid W c:>rk (3-3) 
. . 
Building Laws & 
Co~!S (2) · 
Electives from other 
sp~cialties (10) 
Finance 
-.. ' .... , " ., ... , .. ~, . 




Building L~s & 
G~d~s (2) 
Electives from. other 
special ties (10) 
Law of Landlord & 
Tenant (3) 
Labor Relations & 
Personnel Management 
(2) 
Electives from other 
specialties or 
Sequence B (9) 
Human Relations in 
Management (2) 
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Supervised Field Work 
(3) 
Electives from other 
special ties or 
Sequence A (8) 
Brokerage 
Principles of Salesa 
manship (3) 
Advanced Real Estate 
Brokerage (3 .. .3) ·· 
Required Areas 
Real 'Estate Finance 





Building Laws & Codes 
(2}. -






Pepin studied the curriculum or the Department of Household Arts at 
Oklahoma. Agricultural & Meehanical College. This is the department from 
which the present Housing and Interior Design Department emanated. 
8Housing Education in Universities !!!£1 Colleges, University of 
Southern balifornia {LosAngeles, 1947}., pp. 36-37. 
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According tG the purposes identified by her, she undertook the study in 
order to: 
• • e determine tG what extent the present curriculum of the 
Household Arts Department at Oklahoma Agricultural and 
Mecham.cal College is contributing to the former graduates 
arid what changes are' desirable to make a well rounded course 
of study.9 ·. 
To obtain the information needed for her study she sent a. questiennaire 
to one hundred graduates who had completed their c01;ege training f'er a. 
Bachelor of' Science degree in the Household Arts Department between the 
years 1928 to 1938. She .foun.d th.at the .termer students had changed their 
veeations frequently a.f'ter graduation. She concluded, therefore, that 
she cwld not determine whether the curriculum was meeting all of their 
educational needs. Pepin also cancluded. that: .. 
le There should be greater emphasis on leadership and 
personality development since the home eoonom,.st in 
business must be able to work with many people and to 
cooperate with others in her own firm and with many 
organiz atianso • e 
2. The eurriculum--e.f the H0nsehold Arts Department 
offered especial appeal to many because of the oppor-
tunity afforded for creative expressicm.,10 
In 1958, Klingstedt stuqied one aspect of' the hem.sing and interior 
design curriculum in an attempt ta: 
••• identify cGntent areas which might be included in a 
one-semester, four•hCMJ.r ccm.rse in house planning and decorating 
designed for· sephemore or junior students in h0me economics, 
a course designed to help these students develop an under• 
standing and an apprecia,on ef the basic problems in the 
general areas or b.Cl>Usillgo l . 
9teevera Pepin, "A Study of the Contributions of the Household Arts 
Curriculum to the Needs of Certain Former Students" (unpublished' 
Master's thesis, Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College, 1939), P• 2. 
10:rbid., pp. 31.33. 
11Ma.ry Estill Yates Klingstedt, "Ouides £or a. Cour~e in House-
planning and Decorating" (unpublished Ed.D. dissertation., Oklahoma 
State University, 1958), p. 5. 
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In order to secure responses .from respondents in the land-grant 
institutions selected .for her study, she developed and used a checklist. 
To prepare such a checklist, she surveyed writings of experts in the field 
of housing. From the readings she compiled a list of areas and topics 
treated in various publications. The checklist included a statement of 
course objectives, five general m-eas of course content broken into 
speci.:f'ic ite1ms to indicate points c:».f' emphasis, and a section concerning 
sequence ot the areas in a proposed course. 
Fifty-six persons .from fifty-two schools responded to the checklist. 
Twenty-three persons were tr&ined in Heme Management and HO'l'lsehold 
·. Fquipmentj twelve, in Housing and ·»esign; nine, in Home Economics and 
Home Economics Education; and twelve, in other areas. Twenty-five 
responden:ts taught both general and related housing courses; .f'orty•f'ive 
taught general housing coo.rsesJ and thirty•f'ive taught related housing 
courses. As a result of her study, Klingstedt concluded thats 
1. A general course in housepla.nning and interior decorating 
as defined in the. study should include the general content 
of' the checklist since a 90 per cent acceptance response 
was recorded for the eheeklist as a whole.12 · 
In his report or a study of' housing imagery, Montgomery presents 
implications for education in hcru.sing. He sa.yss 
l. Instructors in housing need t~ be aware o! the fact that 
students often come to them with fixed ideas as to what 
they think their f'uture hem.sing should be and that these 
mental pictures will materially affect the learning prooess .. 
2. Since the majority of the girls planned to start house-
keeping in a rented apartment or house ( usually unfurnished), 
it would ~eem highly desirable to give more attention to 
the problems entsiled in selecting and furnishing 
apartments and less to the development of elaborate house 
plain.so 
J. Students need to becC1>me mere aware &i' the changing, dynamic 
nature of their hou.sing needs and te see more clearly.that 
these needs vary from person t0 person and from time to time. 
4.. It is true that America is going suburban, and that the 
majority of the students included in. this study expected 
te live in the suburbs. Howev:er, perhaps it would do ne 
lie.rm if those· who teach hou:sing pointed out that there was 
also other places in which to· live-•the opem country, 
villages., the suburban :fringe, and the central part of 
citie·s. 
5, Finally, those who teach housing courses need to know 
wherein students are realistic in their imagery and 
wherein they are unrealistic. For example, in the 
stucy reported ·here., students were probably realistic 
iri . assuming that· one' day they will be living in. 
r.elatively new' one-story houses in the suburb SJ but they 
were probably·unrealistio in assuming that they will 
design and build their own house.13 
Montgomery• s studj" was concerned with the housing imagery of 319 
college women. His group included approximately equal numbers of 
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freshmen, sophomores, juniors, and seniors enrolled in home economics. 
cla_sses a.t Oklahoma State University. He studied housing imagery because 
he believes that what students lea?'n from their classes or other sources 
of knowledge and how they perceive different situations is determined in 
part by the iupictures in our heads" or, in other words, images. In 
relation to this, he sqss 
There can be little doubt that a person's mental picture of 
the kind of house he wants, expects, and is willing to strive 
for is a potent social and psychological force to be reckoned 
with·. It follows th.at the more a professor knows about these 
ment.al £11 ters through which his information is to be screened, 
the greater ere hi1~ chances of achieving a reasonable degree 
of ei'fecti veness. lq. · 
13James E. Montgomery., ''Housing Imagery and the Teaching of Housing.,ttt 
Journal 2£, Home Economics~ LI (1959)., 466-468. 
14 L68 Ibid. 3 p. ~ • 
CHAPl'ER III 
THE HOUSING AND INTERIOR DESIGN CURRICULUM 
AT OKLAHOMA STATE UNIVERSITY 
The objectives of the Housing snd Interior Design Department as 
stated in a publication issued in 1960 by the Housing and Interior 
Design Department a.re to help students understand, appreciate, and 
evaluate the housing environment as it influences living in today's 
society as well as to provide courses for professional persons in the 
field and for homemakers. 
According to the description given in the Oklahoma State University 
Catalogue, work in the Department of Housing and Interior Design is 
concerned with:s 
• • o the design and the sooio ... economio aspects of housing 
and interiors. The -rornier includes courses in house 
planning, color and design, and other art coursesj the 
-latter deals with basic family, neighborhood and community 
needs3 process~s ll!y which housing is provided., government 
housing activitiesJ allld current housing issues and trends.l 
Careers which can be pursued as a result of study in these two phases .. 
of housing are in such varied areas as designing., merchandising, 
extension., teaching, and :research work. 
The housing and interior design curricul'Ul!l is somewhat similar to 
other departmental curricula in the College of Home Economics at 
Oklahoma State University. That is, in all of the departments of home 
10klahoma State University Cs.talog 9 1959-60, (Stillwater, 1959), p. 136. 
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economicsp the freshmen ~e required to take certain prescribed courses. 
The major purpose to be achieved by these prescribed courses is ··the 
preparation or oo o • ..women and men for homemaking and .for prof'es~ions 
i :related to home and family living."2 
The courses whi<Ch the freshmen home economics student completes 
before choosing a field or specialization are as f'oll<fflsa 
lo English 
2. Chemistey 
3. Biological Science 
4. Physiology 
5. Art (Survey of Art Principles) 
6. Art (Elementary Principles o.f Art) 
7. Home Economics Orientation 
B. Home Economics (General) 
9. Personal Healths, First Aid and Home Nursing 
lOo Physical Education 
11. Speech 
12. Libr~y Science 
1.3. Family Nutrition & Meal Management 
14. Hou.se P.lmming & Decoration 
15. Textiles 
16. Child Development & Guidance ... •Preschool 
17. Clothing 
18. American Histor;r,--Government--Political 




















If' prescribed requirements are met at the end of' the freshman year, 
the student may then select a field of specialization in one of' the five 
instructional departments. The five departments area Clothing, Textiles» 
and Merchandising; Family Relations and Child Development; Foods, Nutrition 
and Institution.al Admim.stration; Housing and Interior Design; Home 
Economics Educationi and Home Management.!/ :Equipment9 and Family Ftconomies,. 
The sophomore year is primarily a continuation of the freshman year 
in that the student continues to take general courses. The student mays, 
2Ibid,; pp,,,126.,.127, 
3Ibid, 
however, take a few courses in a specialized field. 
The Department of Housing and Interior Design offers two plans for 
undergraduate majors. The student selects one of these two plans at the 
beginning of his or her junior year. The first of these plans is for the 
student who is seriously interested in becoming a professional interior 
designer. The second plan is for the student who is interested in a more 
liberal course in housing and interior design. 
The courses required in Plan I are as followss 
Junior Year 
Period Styles in House Planning and Furnishings 
Introduction to Interior Decoration 
Costume Design 
Visual Techniques for Home Decoration 
Family Economics and Management 








Problems in Interior Decoration 
Furniture Renovation 
Home Management--House Residence 























The courses required for Plan II, to be taken by the student 
during his junior and senior years, ares 
Art (Applied Design) 
Speech Elective 
Junior Year 





Housing and Interior Design Elective 
Electives 
Senior Year 
Family Relations and Child Development Elective 
Home Management House Residence 
Textile Selection 
Sociology Electives 



















28 or 32 hours4 
A student majoring in housing and interior design has opportunity 
to select from fifteen to twenty hours of electives from a designated 
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list of courses which are closely related to the courses required in the 
housing and interior design department. In doing this, the student can 
work tOffard a minor in a related field. The electives recommended by the 
department ere as follows& 
Courses in Housing end Interior Design 
1. Readings in Housing and Interior Design 
2. Applied Design for the Home 
3 . Special Unit Course in Home Economics 
4. Problems in Interipr Decoration 
4Ibid., p. 137. 
1-2 hours 
2 .. 4 hours 
1-6 hours 
3 hours 
Courses in Art 
lo Color and Design 
2. Art History--
3. Art Appreciation 
Courses in Clothing, Textiles and Merchandising 
1. Clothing 
2o Fashion Store Service Laboratory 
3. Merchandise Display Essentials 
Courses in Family Relations and Child Development 
1. Honie 'Economics for Men 









Courses in Home Management, ·Equipment and Family Economics 
1. Consumer Problems 
2. Equipment for the Home 
Courses in Horticulture 
1. Home Landscape Design 
Courses in Humanities 
L Humanities in Western Culture 
Courses in Psychology 
lo Introductory Psychology 
2. Child and Adolescent Psychology 
3. Psychology of Business and Industry 
Courses in Sociology 
lo Principles of Sociology 
2 o Human Relations in Industry 











After completing one hundred and twenty semester credit hours 
(exclusive of basic military training or physical education) with a 
minimum of 240 grade points, the student is eligible to receive the 




IN'TERPRETAT!ON OF DA TA 
The responses were tabulated according to the three groups interviewech. 
(1) .former majors, (2) members or the Oklahoma Chapter of the American 
Institute of Interior Designers, and (3) furniture b1JYers from certain cities 
in Oklahoma.. 
Former Majors 
The former majors were asked to evaluate the courses or study 
presently included in the curriculum required of majors in the Housing and 
Interior Design Department. They- were to indicate and evaluate the 
courses theY' had taken while. at Oklahoma State University by circling a 
number corresponding to one or the following levels of' evaluation& 
(1} Did :not need as mu.ch. as was required 
{2) Had a sufficient amount 
(3) Wish I had had more 
The evaluations of the courses required in the fields or arts and 
sciences as given by the former ,,t!l~P;'.~,,are presented in Table I. 
- 1, .~. '.· • ' ·,.. • 
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TABLE I 
EVALUATIONS MADE BY FORMER MAJORS OF COURSES IN THE FIELDS 
OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 
Levels of' .Evaluation 
Areas or Study 1 2 3 










Elements of' Economics 
Lettering and Layout 
Survey of Art Principles 
Elementary Principles of Art 
Applied Design in Cra:f'ts, Pottery and 
Textile Decoration· 
Humanities in Western Culture 

























































* Totals do not equal ten because some majors failed to circle all 
or the courses listed on the questionnaire, apparently indicating 
that ror some reason they had not taken the course .. 
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Biology was the only arts and sciences course which five or more of 
the former majors feel they did not need as much of as was required. One 
half or more of the ten former majors feel they had sufficient amounts of: 
English composition., American history, American government, elements of 
economics., and lettering and layout. They wish they had had more voice 
~d speech improvement., survey of art principles, applied design in crafts, 
pottery and textile decoration, and the elementary principles of art in 
their undergraduate preparation~ 
The Field of Home Economics - ------
The former majors• evaluations of the courses of study in the College 
of Home Economics are given in Table II. 
The two courses which five or more of the former majors indicated they 
did not need as much of as was required are first aid and home nursing and 
family nutrition and meal management. History of decorative fabrics, 
however, is a course of which over half of the majors wished they had 
had more. 
~ ~ .2f Housing !!.9. Interior Design 
The .former majors 1 evaluations of the areas of' study in the Depart-
ment of Hou;ing and· Interior Design are shown in Table III. 
Most of the majors ih'.'~" responded feel either that they had sufficient 
amounts of' or t:t_ia"t··th'ey could have had more of the courses in housing and 
interior design •. 
ha.d in S\lil'1'icient amounts a.rat · intthduction to inte:;-io~ design and 
furniture renovation. Courses which five or more of the ten former majors 
wished they had had more of arei house planning and decoration, period 
styles in house planning and furnishing, period furniture, and problems 
in interior decoration~ 
TABLE II 
EVALUATIONS MADE BY FORMER MAJORS OF COURSES IN THE FIELD 
OF HOME ECONOMICS 
fevels2or Ev'luation Areas of Study 
lumber of Respondents Total* 
Orientation to Home ·Economics 2 3 0 ' Home Economics for Men 2 3 0 5 
Personal and Family Living 3 3 0 6 
First Aid and Home Nursing ' 3 0 8 F~ily Nutrition & Meal Management 5 2 0 7 
Textile Fiber, Yarns, Finish, Use and 
Care 0 4 4 8 
Clothing Construction 4 .3 0 7 
Costume Design as Applied to Dress 3 3 l 7 
History of Decorative Fabrics 0 3 6 9 
Textile Selection in the Home l l 4 6 
Preschool Child Development & Guidance 3 4 0 7 
Family Economics & Management 3 3 0 6 
Home Management House Residence 4 0 0 4 
Number of Cases 10 
* Totals do not equal ten because some majors failed to circle all 
of the courses listed on the questionnaire, apparently indicating 
that for some reason they had not taken the course& 
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TABLE III 
EVALUATIONS MADE BY FORMER MAJORS OF COURSES IN THE FIELDS 
OF HOUSING AND INTERIOR DESIGN 
Levels of Evaluation 
1 2 3 Areas of Study: 
Niimber iZ ifflspondents Total* 
House Planning & Decoration 1 0 9 10 
Period Styles in House Planning 
and Furnishing 0 4 5 9 
Introduction to Interior Design 0 7 2 9 
Visual Techniques for Home Decoration 1 4 3 8 
Period Furniture 0 4 s 8 
Problems in Interior Decoration 0 3 7 10 
Furniture Renovation 2 6 2 10 
Number of' Ca.SP"' 10 
* Totals do not equal ten because some majors failed to circle all 
of the courses listed on the questionnaire, apparently indicating 
that for some reason they had. not taken the courseo 
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Elective Courses 
The evaluations made by the former majors concerning the electives 
recommended by the department of' housing and interior design are shown 
in Table IV. 
TABLE IV 
EVALUATIONS MADE BY FORMER MAJORS OF RE()OMMENDED 
ELECTIVES 
Areas or Study 
Levels of Evaluation 
1 2 3 
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Number of !Respondernt:s Total* 
Sh@1d'.es.s Shadows and Pe:rspecti.ve 0 2 5 
Architectural Elements 0 1 6 
Use of Color and Design 0 2 5 
History of Art 1 2 4 -
Art Appreciation 0 5 4 
Landscape Design 0 0 7 
Fun.damentals of' Fashion Retailing 3 4 l 
Fashion Store Service 3 2 1 
Merchandise Display Essentials l 5 l 
Equipment for the Home 3 2 1 
Number o:f Cases 
* Totals do not equal ten be~ause some majors failed to circle all 
of' the courses listed on the questi.onnaire, apparently indicating 












Apparently the form.er majors either feel they had had a sufficient 
amount or or wished they had had more of' the various recormnended electives. 
Art appreciation and merchandise display essentials are the courses 
which one-half of the former majors feel they had a sufficient amount 
of in their undergraduate curriculum, The courses which five or more 
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of the former majors wish they had had more of are:, shades, shadows and 
perspective; arch.i tectural elements; use of color and design; and 
landscape design. 
Suggestions £it ~ Former Ma.,iors !2!:, Strengthening ~ Curriculum ££, 
~ Department ,2£, Housing~ Interior Design 
The suggestions given by the former majors for strengthening the 
curriculum of the Housing and Interior Design Department are~ 
l. More design courses in order to meet m~mbership requirements 
of the American Institute o.f .Interior''Designerso 
2. More instructors ·who"have had interior design experience. . 
3. More time spent on several design problems rather 'than one. 
4. A course that introduces the designer to the client with 
a presentation of ideas and plans. 
, - --
5. A course in salesmanship, mostly oral. 
6. More three ... dimensional sketching and rendering. 
7. A course in furniture construction with woods and finishes. 
8 •. More architectural type courses. 
9. More intensification on courses applying to the students• 
future work. 
Members of the Oklahoma Chapter of the American Institute 
of Interior Designers and Furniture Buyers 
The members of the Oklahoma Chapter of the American Institute of 
Interior Designers and the furniture buyers who participated in the study 
were a,5ked to evaluate courses which are frequently required of under .. 
graduates preparing for careers in interior design or related areas su~h 
as the home furnishings industry. The courses presented for evaluation 
were a compilation of courses listed in the required curricula of several 
colleges and universities which offer a major area of study in fields 
related to boo.sing and· interior design. The respondents were asked to 
evaluate each coo.rse listed by circling the number which corresponded with 
their evaluation of the course. The numbers were placed a.t the lef't or 
of the course name and represented the three levels of value given below a 
(2) Of' no value, should be omitted. 
Cl) 0:f some value, should be. included if possible. 
(0) or great value, should definitely be a part 
o~ the undergraduate curriculum. 
The ev:aluations or, courses in the various areas of study made by 
•., - - ... 
the interior designers end f'urni ture buyers are presented in Tables V, 
VI, VII, and VIII. 
Courses in Arts and Sciences ---- - - - -----
Biology, physical education, and library science are courses which 
f'i,re or more of' the _members of the Oklahoma Chapter or the American 
In~titnte or Interior Designers who responded feel to be of no valu, to 
the student and therefore should be omitted. The courses which one-hal.f 
or more of those re spoil ding believe tG be o.f some. ve.l ue and should be 
included if possible area English composition, general chemistry, 
American history, elements or economics, principles, of' accounting, 
lettering and layout, and music. The courses which f'ive or more of the 
members think are of' great value and should daf'ini tely be a part ,of the 
undergraduate preparation area voice and speech improvement., survey of' 
· art principles, elementary principles of art, mathematics, principles 
of' marketing, and salesmanship. 
The evaluation of arts and sciences courses made by the furniture 
buyers was somewhat different for not one of these courses is considered 
by a majority of the buyers who responded as being of no value and 
TABLE V 
EVALUATIONS MADE BY MEMBERS OF THE OKLAHOMA CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN 
INSTITUTE OF INTERIOR DESIGNERS AND FURNITURE BUYER~ 
OF COURSES IN THE FIELDS OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 





English Composition 0 
General Chemistry 2 
Biology 6 
Voice & Speech Improvement 0 
Physical Education 5 
Library Science 5 
American History 1 
American Government 4 
Elementary Physiology 4 
Elements of Economics 0 
Lettering and Layout 2 
Principles of Accounting 0 
Survey of Art Principles 1 
Elementary Principles of Art 1 
Humanities in Western Culture 3 
Music 2 
Mathematics 0 
Foreign Language 1 
Principles of Marketing 0 
Salesmanship 1 































































































































































* Total does not equal ten for the Members of the Oklahoma Chapter of the American 
.Institute of Interior Designers and for1ty for the furniture buyers because some 
respondents did not evaluate all courses. 
TABLE VI. 
EVALUATIONS MADE BY M3!IBEH.S OF THE OKLAHOMA CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN 
INSTITUTE OF INTERIOR DESIGNERS AND FURNITURE BUYERS. . 
OF COURSES IN THE FIELD OF HOME ECONOMICS 






Levels of Evaluation 
2 
Orientation to Home Economics 3 
Home Econom~cs for Men 3 
Personal and Family Living 3 
First Aid and Home Nursing 8 
Family Nutrition and Meal 
Management 6 
Textile Fiber, Yarns, Finish, 
u~ andC~e o 
Clothing Construction 6 
Costume Design Applied to 



















History of Decorative Fabrics O · 2 8 · 
10 
10 
Textile Selection in the Home O 3 6 9 
Preschool Child Development 
and Guidance 8 1 . 0 9 
Family Economics and 
Management 5 4 o 9 
Home Management House 
Residence 3 6 o 9 
Clothing Buyer 6 1 1 8 
Historic Textiles 0 l 8 · 9 
History of Decorative Textiles 
China, Glass 0 1 9 10 
Drafting and Flat Pattern 
Designing 3 1 5 9 























































* Total dr,,:,s not equal ten for the Oklahoma Ch::;.pter of the American Institute of 
Interior Desir:ners and forty for the furniture buyers becauc~e some respondents 
did not evaluate all courses. 
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·therefore should be omitted, Neither did a majority evaluate the courses 
as being '9of some value, should be included if possible. n Arts and 
sciences courses which more than half of the furniture buyers consider to 
be of great value and should definitely be a part of the undergraduate 
curriculum are2 English composition, voice and speech improvement, 
principles of accounting, principles of marketing, and salesmanshipo 
Courses in Home Economics 
~ -= ="""""===-=-
The evaluation of general courses within the College of Home Economics 
as given by the members of the Oklahoma Chapter of the American Institute 
of Interior Designers and the furniture buyers are given in Table VI. 
First aid and home nursing, family nutrition and meal management, 
clothing construction, costume design as applied to dress, child develop= 
ment and preschool guidim.ce 9 family economics and management, and the 
clothing buyer are courses that one-half or more of the members of the 
American Institute of Interior Designers feel to be of no value :and should 
be omitted, Home management house residence is the only course that 
more than half of. this group evaluated as having some value and should 
be included if possible, The courses which five or more of this group 
consider to be of great value ruid which should definitely be a part of 
the undergraduate curriculum ares textile fibers, yarns, finish, use 
and carei history of decorative f'abric:si textile selection in the hom.e:9 
historic textilesi history of' decorative textiles» china, glass;' and 
drafting and fl.at pattern designing. 
The furni tu.'t'e buyers did not :respond a.s readily in evalt1ating the 
general courses in Home Economics.. One-half o.f this group indicated that 
first aid and home nursing and child development should be omitted. More 
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than one-half feel that textile fiber, yarns., finish, use and care is of 
great value and should definitely be a part of the undergraduate curriculumo 
There was not a consensus, however., regarding the value of the other 
courses. 
Courses .!!!. Housing ,!E!! Interior Design 
The evaluations regarding courses of study in the area. of housing 
and interior design are presented in Table VIIo 
As indicated in Table VII,not one of the housing and interior design 
courses is considered by a ma.jQrit;r of the members of the Oklahoma Chapter 
of the American Institute of Interior Designers and the furniture buyers 
as being of no value. One ... half of the former group consider .f amil;r 
housing and rural house planning a.s being of "some value., and should be 
included if possible, 11 but none of the courses were evaluated at this 
level by a majority of the furniture buyers. More than half of these two 
groups., however, consider the following courses as having great value and 
definitely should be a part of the undergradu.ate curriculum.a house 
planning and decoration., p~iod styles in house, planning., elements in 
interiors, introduciion to interior design, visual techniques for home 
decoration, period f'urni ture., problems in interior decoration, house 
planning in relation. to function, contemporary trends in home .furnish-
ings., and organization and use of house spaceo 
Courses Recommended as Electives -------- - ---=-
Included in Table VIII are the evaluations made by the members of 
the Oklahoma Chapter of the American Institute of Interio~ Designers and 
the furniture buyers of the courses recommended as electives by the 
Department of Housing and Interior Designo 
TABLE VII 40 
EVALUATIONS MADE BY MEMBERS OF THE OKLAHOMA CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN 
INSTITUTE OF INTERIOR DESIGNERS AND FURNITURE BUYERS OF COURSES 
IN THE FIELDS OF HOUSING AND INTERIOR DESIGN 
American 
Institute of Furniture 
Areas of Study Interior Designers f:,'uyers . 
Levels of Evaluation 
2 1 0 ·2 1 0 
Number Total* Number Total* 
House Planning and Decoration 1 1 9 11 1 3 33 37 
Period Styles in House Plan-
ning 0 l 9 10 2 7 27 36 
Elements in Interiors 0 0 9 9 2 4 29 36 
Introduction to Interior 
Design l 0 9 10 2 3 30 35 
Visual Techniques for Home 
Decoration 0 0 9 9 2 10 23 35 
Applied Design in Crafts, 
Pottery and Textile 
Decoration 0 0 9 9 3 18 14 36 
Period Furniture l 0 9 10 3 6 24 33 
Problems in Interior.Decora-
tion 1 0 9 10 2 5 30 37 
Furniture Renovation 1 3 5 9 4 14 16 34 
House Planning in Relation 
to Function 1 0 9 10 2 12 . 21 35 
Family Housing 0 5 4 9 6 10 12 28 
Functional Design of Dwellings 0 1 8 9 4 15 13 32 
Contemporary Trends in Home 
Furnishings 0 2 8 10 2 10 27 39 
Activity Area Planning 1 3 6 10 3 12 15 30 
House Planning and Architec-
tural Drawing 0 3 7 10 4 17 12 33 
Rural House Planning 0 5 4 9 6 19 7 32 
Organization and Use of House 
Space 0 2 7 9 3 11 21 35 
Number of Cases 10 40 
* Total does not equal ten for the Members of the Oklahoma Chapter of the American Institute of Interior Designers and forty for the furniture buyers because some 
respondents did not evaluate all courses. 
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TABLE VIII 
EVALUATIONS MADE BY MEMBERS OF THE OKLAHOMA. CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN 
INSTITUTE OF INTERIOR DESIGNERS AND FURNITURE BUYERS 
OF RECOMMENDED ELECTIVE COURSES 
American 
Institute of Furnitlire 
Areas of Study Interior Designers Buyers 
Levels of Evaluation 
2 1 0 2 l 0 
Number Total* Number Total* 
Shades, Shadows and Pe:rspect ... 
ive 1 4 5 10 3 15 12 30 
Architectural Elements 1 2 7 10 5 15 8 28 
Use of Color and Design 1 0 9 10 2 5 30 37 
History of Art 1 1 8 10 3 18 9 30 
Art Appreciation l 0 9 10 3 18 10 .31 
Landscape Design 0 7 3 10 6 16 7 29 
Fundamentals of Fashion 
Retailing 0 4 5 9 2 2 33 37 
Store Service 1 4 h 9 3 7 2L 34 
Merchandise Display Essen-
tials 1 5 3 9 4 5 26 35 
·' 
:Equipment for the Home 0 5 4 9 3 13 l4 30 
Number of Cases 10 40 
* Total aoes not equal ten .f'or·the'Mern.bers of the Oklahoma Chapter of the 
American Institute of Interior Designers and forty for the furniture 
buyers because some respondents did not evaluate all courses~ 
.A.11 of the courses recommended as electives are considered by both 
the member.s of the Oklahoma. Chapter of the American Institute of Interior 
Design.era and the furniture buyers as having some or great val:ue.. Land-
scape design,. merchandise display essentials, and equipment for the. home 
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are courses which one-half or more of the members of the Oklahoma Chapter 
of the American Institute of' Interior Designers feel have some value and 
should be included in the curriculum if' possibleo The courses believed 
to be of' great value· by five or more of the group area shades., shadows 
and perspective; architectural elements; use of color and design; history 
of art; art appreciation; and fundamentals of fashion retailing. 
A majority of the furniture buyers indicated that use 'of color and 
design, fundamentals of fashion retailing, store service, and merchandise 
display essentials were of great value and should definitely be a part 
of the undergraduate curriculum. 
Responses Regarding Certain;D'e.si:red;Outcomes 
The respondents of the three groups were asked to indicate if certain 
desired outcomes should be the objectives of a housing and interior design 
curriculum. The respondents were to evaluate these desired outcomes as 
to whether or not. they a.re essential to people associated with interior 
design or the home furnishings industry$ o:r should be achieved through 
the housing and interior design curriculum a.t Oklahoma State University. 
According to the responses given by the :respondents who participated in 
the study, all but one of the desired outcomes a.re considered by a 
majority of each group as being essential to people associated with the 
interior design field and should be achieved through a housing and interior 
design curriculum. The one desired outcome on which there was not a 
consensus isa ttAn ab:ili ty to draw arohi tecturally (technically). 10 
The evaluations made by these groups of :respondents are shown in 
Table IX. 
TABLE IX 
EVALUATIONS MADE BY THE THREE GROUPS OF GAINFULLY EMPLOYED 




Institute of Furniture 
_ Desired Outcomes Majors 1 Interior Buyers . ' Designers 
_ Yes No NH* Yes No 1'.1~ Yes No N~ 
1. An ~bility to draw architecturally (technically)o. - 6. ·- 4' 0 6 4 0 13 17 8 
.,, 
2. An ability to select and use colors. 
·- '""--· :./-, 
10 0 0 10 0 0 39 0 l 
----· 
3. An m1derstand:tng of the psychological effects .. 
of colors. 8 1 l 10 0 0 35 l 5 
- . 
4. An understanding of factors affecting con-
struction such as plumbing, electricity9 etc. 7 3 0 9 1 0 17 15 8 ,. An understanding of factors such a.s health» 
church9 school 9 community, living patterns, 
and cost which should be considered by a 
family when selecting the location for a home. 7 3 0 6 3 1 20 10 10 
--
6. Desirable· attitudes toward personal 9 social 
and socio-economic problems. 6 2 2 9 l 0 30 8 2 
--
1. An understanding of self and motives, and of 
one's own potentialitieso 9 1 0 9 0 1 34 2 4 
*NR No response. 
Total 
Yes No Nlffi' 
27 25 · · 8 -
59 0 l 
5.3 2 5 
33 19 8 
33 16 11 
45 11 4 
52 3 5 
e 
TABLE IX (Continued) 
Former 
Majors 
Yes No 1\1~ 
8,. The acquisition of factual information~ 10 0 0 
9o The acquisition of an accurate technical 
vocabulary o 10 0 0 
·-
1 D. An ability to consult source materials and 
to organize findings in solving_._problem.so 10 0 0 
1 1. A sense of responsibility for carrying a ~ob 
through to completion. 9 0 1 
1 2. An understanding of personru. 9 home.> and 
community relations as they affect housing. 7 3 0 
l 3. An awareness of social mid economic needs and 
problems in present=day family life at various 
levels of living". 8 1 l 
1 4. An ability to relate the basic principles of 
design to satisfying personal9 home9 and 
community living6 10 0 0 
-- . 
1 5, An ability to assume responsibility to society. 7 2 1 
*NR No response. 
i American t I Institute of' · Furniture 
Interior Buyers 
Designers 
Yes No N~ Yes No .NR* 
--
10 0 0 29 6 5 
') 
--
10 0 0 24 10 6 
9 0 l 30 l 9 
10 0 0 38 0 '2 
9 0 l 24 8 8 
8 2 0 28 5 7 
) 
9 1 0 . 34 1 5 

























TABLE IX (Continued) 
F-cirmer 
Majors 
-·· , . (' I • Yes No N~ 
--
16. An a.biliti to accept existing conditions; yet 
be aware of needed changes and; be willing to 
do something to promote change. 9 0 l 
' 
17. An understanding of the elements of design 
and an a.bi_li ty to use. them .. 10 0 0 
18. An understanding of textiles, woods, metals 
0 i and other structural materials. 10 0 
19. An understanding of public relations. 9 0 1 
20. A sense of.salesmanship. 10 · 0 0 
21. An understanding of peoplea 10 0 0 
22. An understanding of business procedu:reso 10 0 0 
23. An ability to estimate yardage for draperies, ' carpeting, upholstery, etc. 10 0 0 
24. An a.bili ty to guide others. 9 0 1 
2~. An a.bilitv to manage time and energy effectively 9 0 l ' \. 
*NR No response. 
-· 
~ American Institute of f, Furniture 
Interior 11 Buyers 16 
Designers • 
Yes No NR* Yes No NB* 




35 1 4 
-· 
10 0 36 0 4 
~ 
.~ 
7 1 2 i 31 5 4 
9 1 0 40 0 0 
10 0 0 40 0 0 
10 0 0 39 1 0 
10 0 0 37 1 2 ; 
10 0 0 35 2 3 



































TABLE IX (Continued) 
.. . ]tor mer 
... Desired Outcomes Majors 
--· ' Yes No ~ 
. . ... - .. -- . ,. . 
""" 
26. An ability to visualize comp1.ete interior 
designs and to plan their execution. 9 0 1 --.. . ' . ' 
27 0 An. ability to recognize problems and to plan 
their solution. , .. , .. .. 9 0 l_' ... .. 
28. An ability to plan9 organize9 and carry out : 
work involved in decoratingo 9 0 1 
*NR· No response. 
American 
Institute of ! 
._.Interior 
Designers 
Yes No-· NRM- . 
10 0 0 
9 0 l 
9 0 1 
Furniture 
Buyers 
Yes· No Nw. Yes 
.32 3 , 51 
35 0 ' ,3 










Courses ~ ~ Respondents Vt~ ~ ~ ~ Needed" 
The respondents of the three groups were asked to list the courses 
which they did not have but needed in their undergraduate preparation. 
The courses named are listed in Table X. 
TABLE X 
COURSES THE THREE GROUPS OF GAINFULLY EMPL01'ED';,~z 


















Color and design 
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Salesmans]q.ip Architecture History of art, archi-
tecture, and design 
Presentation of materials Estim.~ting cost 
to client 





T . yp:in,g, 
Quick layouts and 
renderings 
Working drawings to 
cabinet makers 












~ Valuable Exp~ience !!.1 ~ Undergraduate '!"!~"'"'ur_r ... i... cul .... ·""""'um""' 
The respondents of the three groups were asked to indicate which of 
their .undergraduate experiences had been most valuable in their professional 
work. The responses given by the various members or each group are oompiled 
in Table n. 
TABLE .JI 
THE EXPERIENCES CONSIDERED )[)ST VALUABLE IN THE UNDERORADUA.TE 











Trips to decorative 
centers 
Problem experiences 
Awareness of the broad 
concept of housing 








History of art 
~d architecture 
Color. and draw:i,ng 
Principles or design 











Business cottf ses 
Placement or· furniture 
Coordination of color 
Carpet and drapery 
· · constructi,on 
. Furm tu.re repair . 
Speech 
Mosaie, manual arts 






SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS I AND RBlJOMMENDA TIONS 
Summary 
The purpose 0£ the study is to determine what three groups of people 
think should be included in the undergraduate preparation of an interior 
designer. The three groups of people a.reg (1) former majors in the Depart• 
ment of Housing and Interior Design at Oklahoma state University who 
graduated between the years 1955 to 1960 and who are now gainfully employed; 
(2) members of the Oklahoma Chapter of the American Institute of Interior 
:DesignersJ and (3) furniture buyers located in Oklahoma cities with a 
population over ten thousand. These three groups were selected for study 
because it was felt that their experienoes would provide them bases for 
evaluating courses typically incorporated in a housing and interior 
design curriculum. 
The hypothesis or the study is that: there will be a consensus 
among persons gainfully employed in various fields of housing and 
interior design regarding the value or certain courses to an undergraduate 
housing and interior design curriculum. 
The instrument used for obtaining the data is of the questionnaire 
type. Prior to developing the questionnaire, a survey was made of literature 
relating to curriculum development and studies concerning housing and 
interior design curricula. In. ordel:' to secure comparable data from the 
three groups of respondents 9 two different questionnaires were preparedg 
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!.. 
one to be used by the former majors and the other by the members of' the 
Oklahoma Chapter or the American Institute or Interior Designers and the 
:f'urni ture buyers. The questionnaires were pre-tested and, following 
revision, were sent to the respondents selected for partie-ipation in the 
study. 
or one-hundred and ;twentydsix questionnaires sent, sixty were 
answered and returned. Ten of the returJHd questionnaires were from the 
members of the Oklahoma Chapter of the American Institut,e of Interior 
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Designers, !~rtywere from the furniture buyers, and ten were from former 
majors who graduated between 19.55 and 1960 and are gainfully employed. 
The response given in the returned questionnaires were tabulated and 
analysed according to the three groups of gainfully employed persons 
selected for the study. 
Conclusions 
From a.n.alyses of the findings, the following conelu.sions :relating 
to the hypotheses of' the study are drmm.s 
1. The data tends to support the hypothesis that there is a 
consensus among the respondents of three groups regarding 
the value of certain courses in a housing and interior 
design curriculum. 
Ao Th.e courses a majority of the former majors feel that 
they- had had a sufficient wnount of' or wished they 
ha.d had more of area 
Arts and Science 
---=> =-= =--
English composition; voice and speech i~rovement; 
library science, American history; American 
·' 
governmentJ elementary physiologyJ elements of economics; 
survey of art principles; elementary principles of a.rt; 
lettering and layout; applied design in crafts, pottery., 
and textile decoration; and humanities in western 
cultureo 
Home Economics ~·===-== 
Textile fiber, yarns, finish, use and care; history of 
decorative fabrics;; and textile selection in the home. 
B9using ~ Interior Design 
House planning & decoration; period styles in house 
planning and furnishing; introduction to interior 
design; visual techniques for home decoration; period 
f'u:rnit,ure; problems in interior decoration; and 
.f'tlrniture renovationo 
Electives 
Shades., shadows and perspective; architectural elements; 
use.of' color and design; history of arti art appreciation; 
landscape de.sign; fundamentals in fashion retailing~ Md 
merchandise display essentialso 
B. The courses a majority of the members of the Oklahoma 
Chapter of the American Institute of' Interior Designers 
and the f'urrui.ture buyers evaluated as being or some value 
and should be included if possible or of' great value and 
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should definitely be a. part of the undergraduate curriculum 
Arts and Scienee -----
English composition; voice and speech improvement; American 
history; elements of economics; principles of accounting; 
survey of a.rt principles; elementary principles of art; 
mathematics; principles of marketing; salesmanship; 
lettering and layout; and applied design in crafts, 
pottery and textile decorationo 
Home Economics ==--==-= 
Textile fiber, yarns, finish, use and care; history of 
decorative fabrics; textile selection in the home; historic 
textiles; and history of decorative textiles, china, glasso 
Housing~. Interior Design 
House planning and decoration, period styles in house 
planning; elements in interiors; introduction to interior 
design; visual techniques for home decoration; period 
furniture, problems in interior decoration, furniture 
renovation, house planning in relation to function; 
familyhousing; functional design of dwellings, contemporary 
trends in home furnishing; activity area planning, house 
planning and a.rchi tectural drawing; rural house planning; tmd 
organization and use of house space. 
Electives 
Shades, shadows and perspectj.ve; architectural elements, 
use of color and design; history of a.rt; art appreciati@n; 
landscape design; fundamentals of fashion retailing, store 




Co Courses that a majority- or the members of the Oklahoma Ch~pter 
or the American Institute of Interior Designers f'eel to have 
some value and should be included if possible or have great 
value, shau1d definitely- be a part or the undergraduate 
Cttrriculum. but which were not evaluated as such by the 
- --
.furniture buyers ares general chemistry; American 
government; elementary physiology; principles of accounting; 
~umanities inJwestern culture; music;_foreign language; 
orientation to home economics; home economics tor men; 
personal al'ld family living; home mamagement house 
residence; anddra:f'ting and flat pattern designimg. 
D.. Courses that a majority of the furniture buyers feel to be 
either "of' some value, should be included if' possible" or 
"of' great value, should definitely be a part of the under-
graduate curriculum.,99 but which were not evaluated at 
these leve~s by the members of' the Oklahoma Chapter or 
the American Institute of Interior Designers area 
physical education; American government; personal and :family 
livingJ and drafting and flat pattern designing. 
2. There is a consensus among the respondents· or the three groups 
regarding certain desired outcomes as to whether or not they 
should be achieved through a. housing and interior design 
curriculum or whether or not they are essential to people 
associated with interior design or the home .turnishings 
industryo 
Recommendations 
The writer recommends that a comparable study be ma.de with a larger 
randomly selected stratified sample in order to see if the findings or 
this st~dy would be 511.bstantiatedo A study- designed to ascertain the 
number or hours or credit which should be prescribed for each of the 
ecrmrses in.eluded in a housing, and interior design curriculum would also 
have value. 
The wri~er recommends that the courses considered by a majority of 
~he.thre~,groups of professional or g~intully employed people as being 
or some value or or great value 1:;>e included in the undergraduate 
preparation of_a student in the department or Housing and Interior 
Design at Okl~oma State University. 
The writer further re~ommend~ that a curriculum required of.· ... 
students majoring in the fields of housing and interior design include 
learning experiences which will help the student attain the "desirable 
objectives" which a majority of the three groups of respondents consider 
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I am conducting a study concerned with the undergraduate preparation 
for a career in Housing and Interior Design,, It is important for the ~ 
purposes ef my study to have the cooperation of previous graduates in 
Housing and Interior Design who are now gainfully employed,, This study 
is designed to determine the extent to which the experiences gained 
through the Housing and Interior Design Department at Oklahoma State 
pniversity are benefiting previous graduates in their positions. It 
is designed also to determine what changes need to be made to establish a. 
program which. will provide better professional preparation for the 
undergradnate.. I would greatly appreciate your filling out the enelos:ed 
questionnaire and returning it to me as soon as possible in. the envelope 
provided. Thank you for helping me in my study. 
Yours very truly, 
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I. Listed below are the courses which are required of the Housing and 
Interior -Design major~ Please indicate the courses which you had while 
at Oklahoma state University by circling one of the following: 
(1) Did not need as much as was required 
(2) Had a sufficient amount 
(3) Wish I had more 
ARTS AND SCIENCE 
1 2 3 Engli-sh composition 
l 2 3 General chemistry 
l 2 3 Biology · 
l 2 3 Voice and Speech improvement 
1.2 3 Physical Education 
1 2 3 Library science 
1 2 3 American history 
1 2 3 American government 
l 2 3 Elementary physiology 
l 2 3 Elements·. of economics 
1 2 3 Survey of art principl~s 
l 2 3 Elementary principles of art 
l 2 3 Humanities in western culture 
Others ----------------~---
HOME ECONOMICS 
l 2 3 Orientation to home economies 
1 2 3 Home economics for men 
1 2 3 Personal and·family living 
1 2 3 First aid and home nursing 
1 2 3 Family nutrition & meal 
man!igement 
l 2 3 Textile fiber, yarns, finish, 
use .and ·care 
1 2 3 Clothing construction 
1 2 3 Costume .. design as applied to 
.dress. 
1 2 3 History of decorative fabrics 
l 2 3 Textile selection in the home 
1 2 3 Child development & guidance--
. preschool 
1 2 3 Family economics & management 
l 2 3 Home m~nagement house residence 
Others____,, ____________ ..,... __ _ 
HOUSING & INTERIOR DESIGN 
l 2 3 House planning & decoration 
1 2 3 Period styles in house planning 
. and. furnishing . 
1 2 3 . Introduction to interior·· design 
l 2 3 Yisual techniques for home 
d~coration 
l 2 3 Applied design in crafts, 
pottery and textile 
decoration 
1 2 3 Period furniture 
1 2 3 Problems in interior decora-
·. tion 
l 2 3 Furnit~re renovation 
1 2 3 Lettering and layout 
Others ---...... -----------------
.... $LECTIVES 
,. ·. ,; 
l 2 3 Shades, '~haaows and p~~S:pective 
l 2. 3 Arch;t,eotural elements 
l 2 3 Ui:ie. 0£ .. color and design 
1 2 3 Hi~tory of art 
l 2 3 Art appreciation 
1 2 3 Landscape design 
1 2 3 Fundamentals of fashion 
retailing 
1 2 3 Fashion story service 
l 2 3 Merchandise display ePsentials 
1 2 3 Equip~ent !or the home 
Others\ ...... ,._ ........... .,..__.. ______ __ 
II. Please indicate if you thii1lk the following statements should be 
achieved through the Housing and Interior Design Department at 
Oklahoma State University. 
Yes No 
Y N 1. An ability to draw architecturally (techrlically). 
Y N 2. An ability to select and use colors. 
Y N 3. An understianding of the psychological effects of colors 
Y N 4. An understanding of factors affecting construction such 
as plumbingJ> electricity, etc. 
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Y N 5. An understanding of factors such as health.9 church.9 school.9 
communityJ> living patterns., and cost which should be 
considered by a family when selecting the location for a 
home. 
Y N 6. Desirable attitudes toward personal, social and socio-
economic problems. 
Y N 7. An understanding of self and motives, and of one's own 
potentialities. 
Y N 8. The acquisition of factual information. 
Y N 9. The acquisition of an accurate technical vocabulary. 
Y N 10. An ability to consult source materials and to organize 
findings in solving problems. 
Y N 11. A sense of responsibility for carrying a job through to 
completion. 
Y N 12. Am uderstadimg of personal, home, and community relatiom.s 









An awareness of social and economic needs and problems in 
present-day family life at various levels of living. 
An ability to relate the basic principles of' design to 
satisfying personal, homeJ> and community living. 
An ability to assume responsibility to society. 
An ability to accept existing conditions; yet be aware of 
needed changes and be willing to do something to promote 
change. 
Y N 17. An understanding of the elements of design and an ability 
to use them. 
- Y N 18. An understanding o:f textiles, woods., metals and other 
structural materials. 
Y N 190 An understanding o:f public relations. 
Y N 20. A sense of salesmanship. 
Y N 2L An understanding of peopleo· 
Y N 22. An understanding o:f business procedures. 
Y N 23. An ability to estimate yardage for draperies;, carpeting;, 
upholstery., ete. 
Y N 24. An ability to guide others. 
Y N 25. An ability to manage time and energy effectively. 
Y N 26. An ability to visualize complete interior designs and to 
plan their execution. 
Y N 27. An ability to recognize problems and to plan their 
solution. 
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Y N 28. An ability to plan, organize., and carry out work involved 
in decorating. 
III. Sex lit F Present address --- ---- ------~--------
Year graduated at OSU ............. __ _,_ ______ .._..,_ __ ....,___________ __ ____ ...... __ _ 
Did you attend OSU for all of' your undergraduate work? If not., 
please indicate below where you did attend and how much time was 




College or University 
Before entering OSU., would your place of' residence be classified asa 
1. Rural farm 
2. Rural non-farm 
3. Suburb -=-=-
4. City 
While enrolled in Housing and Interior Design, in which of the two 
plans were you enrolled? 
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1. Plan I (Leading to the BS degree with a major in Housing 
----- and Interior Design) 
2. Plan II {Leading to the BS degree for students interested 
in a liberal course in Housing and Interior 
Design) 
IV. Please indicate your occupational record since leaving OSU~ 
Date of employment 
From To Employer or Company Kind of Work 
.,',,. 
,''' 
V. From your experience in the professional field, what would be your 
suggestions for strengthening the courses in the Housing and Interior · 
Design Department (describe). 
VI. What were some of' the things offered in the C1ll'riculu.m that you 
did not have but needed? .....,__,..._..._.._ ____________ ""*"=-------= ....... ----_,,,"""'""" 
VII. Would you recommend graduate work for an interior designer? -----If so, what kind or type? _________ __,,_....,_.....,....,.. ________ ....., 
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VIII. From your experience in the professional field, what do you now 
feel was the most valuable experience in your undergraduate curriculum? 
IX. Why did you choose Housing and Interior Design as your major in 
home economics? Please indicate more tha.n op,e, .. if you so desire in the 
available space. 
a, I wished to become ,a wage earner, -----b. My friends influenced me. 
c. My parents encouraged me. _ _,,,, __ _ 
d. I wished to become an interior designer. """"'""""' __ _ 
e. I like to do things with my hands, such as crafts, -----f. I thought it to be a more practical course. 
-----g. I liked the instructors. 
h. I like to be creative. -----i. No particular reason. 
-----. j. Others (Describe) 
,.._------------~------~----..._""""".....,,...., 
X. Within the first three months after graduation, did you become one 
of the followip,g listed below? 
Yes No 
1 2 a. Gainfully employed in interior design? 
1 2 b. Gainfully employed in another field of Home Economics? 
If so, what? > 
1 2 c. Gainfully employed :ba a non-Home Economics field? If so, 
what? 
1 2 d. Became a full-time homemaker? 
2 e .. Entered the armed services? 
f. Others (Describe) 
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XI. Since receiving your bachelor• s degree, ha:ve you taken addi ti.onal 
work in order toi (Please indicate in available space .. ) 
a, Prepare for a different type of Home Economics work? -----b. Meet professional improvement requirements? 
-----c. Take work for a master's degree? 




I am cond11cting a study concerned with the undergraduate preparation 
required of the studen~ majoring in Housing and Interior Design at 
Oklahoma State University, This study is being made to determine 
what areas of study you would recommend be included in the under--
graduate preparation of furniture buyers and sellers, or furniture 
store managers. It is important for the purposes of my study to 
have the cooperation of people associated with the furnishings 
industry. I would greatly appreciate your filling out the enclosed 
questionnaire and returning it to me as soon as possible in the 
envelope provided., 
Thank you for helping me in my study. 
Yo·urs very truly, 
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For nzy- future use in developing a curriculum that will provide 
better preparation for students who want to be interior designers, I 
should like to knoiv how valuable you feel the areas of study listed on 
the following page would be to the .furniture merchandiser. 
Woul? you please indicate how valuable you think each area of study 
will be to a student who desires to be a .furniture merchandiser by 
circling the appropriate number to the left of each area of study listed. 
(2) Of no value 1 should be omitted. 
EXAMPLES 
(1) Of some value1 should be included, 
if possible. 
(0) Of great value, should de.finitely 
be a part of the undergraduate 
curriculum. 
2 1 (§) Period styles in House Planning and Furnishing 
The abqve area. of' study would be marked as such if you !eel that 
it is "of great value'' to a student who is majoring in merchandising. 
Also attached is a list of desired outcomes. Would you indicate 
by circling "YES'' or ''N01' which of these you feel is essential to the 
person mo wants to be a furniture buyer or seller. 
At the end a.re some questions about yourself which I would 
appreciate your answering. Your answers will be confidential. 
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I. Listed below are some areas of study which are frequently included 
in the undergraduate requirements of the people associated with Interior 
design or the home furnishings industry. Please indicate the areas of 





















(2) Of no value, should be omitted,, 
(1) Of some value, should be included if possible 
(0) Of great value., should definitely be a part 
of the undergraduate curriculum 
ARTS AND SCIENCE 
O English composition 
0 General chemistry 
0 Biology 
0 Voice and SJeech improvement 
0 Physical education 
0 Library science 
O American history 
0 American government 
0 Elementary physiology 
0 Elements of economics 
O Principles of' accounting 
0 Survey of art principles 
0 Elementary principles of art 
0 Huma.nities in western culture 
0 Music 
0 Mathematics 
0 Foreign langua.ge 
0 Principles of marketing 
O Salesmanship 
Others ~--__,,--~--..__,,, __ __ 
HOME ECONOMICS 
HOUSING AND INTERIOR DESIGN 
2 l O House planning and decoration 
2 l O Period styles in house planning 
2 1 0 Elements in interiors 
2 1 0 Introduction to interior design 
2 1 0 Visual techniques for home 
decoration 
2 1 O Applied design in crafts, pottery, 
and textile decoration 
2 1 0 Period furniture 
2 l O Problems in interior decoration 
2 1 0 Furniture renovation 
2 1 0 Lettering and layout 
2 1 0 House planning in relation to 
function 
2 1 0 Family housing 
2 1 0 Functional design 0£ dwellings 
2 1 0 Contemporary trends in home 
furnishings 
2 1 0 Activity area planning 
2 1 0 House planning and architectural 
drawing 
2 1 0 Rural house planning 
2 1 0 Organization and use of house 
2 1 0 Orientation to home economics 




2 1 O Personal and family living 
2 1 0 First aid and home nursing 
2 1 0 Family nutrition and meal ELECTIVES 
management . 2 1 O Shades, sha.dows and perspective 
2 1 0 Textile fiber., yarns, finish, · 2 1 O Architectural elements 
use and care 2 1 o Use of color and design 
2 1 o Clothing construction ·2 1 o History of art 
2 1 O Costume design as applied to 2 l o Art appreciation 
dress 2 l O Landscape design 
2 1 0 Hist?ry of dec?rat~ve fabrics. 2 1 o Fundamentals of retailing 
2 1 O Textile selection in the home 2 1 o Store service 
2 1 0 Child development & guidance=":'2 1 o Merchandise display essentials 
Preschool 2 l o Equipment for the home 
2 1 O Family economics & management Others 
2 1 0 Home management house residence -------==~--=-
2 1 0 Clothing buyer 
2 1 0 Historic textiles 
2 1 0 History of decorative textiles, 
china, glass 
2 1 O Drafting and fla.t pattern designing 
Others ______ _,,,..._ ...... ....,.,_...__,==""""""" 
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IL Please indicate which of the desired outcomes listed belOriV are 
essential to people associated with interior design or the home 
furnishings industry. 
Yes No 
y N 1. 
y N 2. 
y N 3, 
y N 4, 
y N 5, 
y N 6. 
y N 1. 
y N 8. 
y N 9. 
y N 10. 
y N 11. 
y N 12. 
y N 13. 
y N 14. 
y N 15. 
y N 16. 
An 'ability to draw architecturally (technically}. 
An ability to select and use colors. 
An understanding of the psychological effects of colors. 
An understanding of factors affecting construction such 
as plumbing» electricity» etc. 
An understanding of factors such as health, church9 
school,11 community, living patterns, and cost which 
should be considered by a family when selecting the 
location for a home. 
Desirable attitudes toward personal, social and socio-
economic problems. 
An understanding of self and motivesj) and one's own 
potentialities. 
The acquisition of factual .information. 
The acquisition of an accurate technical vocabulary. 
An ability to consult source materials and to organize 
findings in solving prob1 ems. 
A sense of responsibility for carrying a. job through to 
completion., 
An understanding of' personal.JI home, and community relations 
as they affect housing. 
An awareness o.f social and economic needs and problems in 
present-day .family life at various levels of living. 
An ability to relate the basic principles of design to 
satisfying personal,, home, and community living. 
An ability to assume responsibility to society. 
An ability to accept existing conditions; yet be aware of 
needed changes and be willing to do something to promote 
change. 
Y N 17. An understanding of the elements of' design and an ability 
to use them. 
Y N 18. An understanding of textiles, woods, metals and other 
structural materials. 
y N 19. An understanding of public relations. 
y N 20. A sense of salesmanship. 
y N 21. An understanding of people. 
y N 22. An understanding of business procedures, 
Y N 23. An ability·to estimate yardage for-draperies, carpeting, 
upholstery, etc. 
Y N 24. An ability to guide others. 
Y N 25. An ability to manage time and energy effectively. 
Y N 26. An ability to visualize complete interior designs and to 
plan ·their execution. 
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Y N 27. An ability to recognize problems and to plan their solution. 
Y N 28. An ability to plan, organize, and carry out work involved in 
decorating. 
III. Did you graduate from college? ___ If so, what was your major? 
IV. What were some of the courses that you did not have b'u.t needed? 
V. Would you recommend graduate ·work for an interior designer? 
""""""""""-
If so, . what kind or type? ,,,_...,.......,.,,_......,._,,.,.,,......,.,..... ....... __,.....,._,_""""".....,_,,,"""""""""""""""""""""' 
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VI. From your experience in the professional field, what do you now feel 
was the most valuable experience in your undergraduate curriculum? 
VII.. Why did you choose interior design as your major in college? 
Answer more than one if you so desire in the available space. 
a. I wished to become a 'Wage earner. ----b. My friends infiuenced me. ----o. My parents encouraged me, 
----d. I wished to become an interior designer. 
e. I like to do things with my hands such as crafts. 
----r. I thought it to be a more practical course. 
g. I liked the instructors. 
-----=h. I like to be creative. 
i. No particular reason. ----j. Others (Describe) ________________ _ 
VIII~ Within the first three months after graduation did you become one 
of the following listed below? 
Yes No a. Gainfully employed in interior design? 
Yes No b. Gainfully employed in another field? If" s~ what? ______ _ 
Yes No o. Became a full ... time homemaker? 
Yes No d, Enter the armed services? 
D 
e. Others (Describe) 
........ ---------------------------------
IX. Since receiving your bachelor's degree, have you taken additional 
work in order tos _ (Please indicate in available space.) 
a. Prepare for a different type o!' home ecGnomics work? 
----b. Meet professional imprc,vement requirements. 
c. Take work for a master's degree? 
-----d. Take w·ork bey-ond the master• s degree? 
e. Work toward a doctor• s degree? ----r. Others (Describe) ________________________________ ......_ 
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APPENDIX C 
I am conducting a study concerned with the undergraduate preparation 
needed by an interiar designer. This study is being made to 
determine what areas of study might be required in the undergraduate 
preparation of an interior designer. It is important for the 
purposes of my study to have the cooperation of people who graduated 
with a major in interior design. I would greatly appreciate your 
filling out the enclosed questionnaire and returning it to me as 
soon as possible in the envelope provided. 
Tha.nk you f'or helping me in my study. 
Yours very truly, 
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For my .f'uture use in developing a curriculum that will provide 
better preparation for students who want to be interior designers, I 
should like to know how valuable you feel the areas of study listed on 
the following page would be to the professional interior designero 
Would you please indicate haw valuable you think each area of 
~tudy will be to a student who desires to be an interior designer by 
circling the appropriate number to the left of each area or study listed • 
. (2) O.f' no value, should be omitted. 
EXAMPLE: 
(1) or some value, should be included 
if possible. 
(0) Of great value, should definitely 
be a part of the undergraduate 
curriculum. 
· 2 l ©. Pe:r:iod styles in House Planning and Furnishing 
The above area or study would be marked as such if you feel that it 
is "of grea.t value" to a student who is majoring in interior design. 
Also attached is a list of desired outcomes. Would you indicate 
by circling "YES" or "NO•• which of these you .feel is essential to the 
person who wants to be an interior designer. 
At the end are some questions about yourself which I would 
appreciate your answering. Your answers will be confidential. 
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I. Listed below are some areas of study which are frequently included 
in the undergraduate-requirements of the people associated with interior 
design or the home furnishings industry. Please indicate the areasof study 
which you think are valuab~e to the major by circling one of the foll0111ing: 
(2} Of no value., should be omitted. 
(1) Of some value.,· should be included if' possible. 
(0) Of great value., should definitely be a part 
of the undergraduate curriculum. 
_ ARTS AND_ SCIENCE HOUSING AND INTERIOR DESIGN 
2 1 O -Erigllsh composition 2 l O House planning and decoration 
2 l O General chemistry 2 1 O Period styles in house planning 
2 l O Biology 2 1 O Elements in interiors 
2 1 O Voice and speech improvement 2 1 O Introduction to interior design 
2 l O Physical education 2 1 O Visual techniques for home 
2 1 0 Library science decoration 
2 l O American history 2 1 O Applied design in crafts,51 pottery~ 
2 1 O American government and textile decoration 
2 l O Elementary physiology 2 l O Period furniture 
2 l O Elements of economics 2 1 0 Problems in interior decoration 
2 l O Principles or accounting 2 1 0 Furniture renovation 
2 i o s,1rvey of art Principl.es 2 l O Lettering and layout 
2 l o Elementary principles of art 2 l O House planning in rela.tion to 
2 1 0 Humanities in ~estern culture function 
2 l O Music 2 l O Family housing 
2 l O Mathematics 2 l O Functional design of dwellings 
2 1 O Foreign language 2 l O Contemporary trends in home 
2 l O Principles of marketing furnishings 
2 l O Salesmanship 2 l O Activity area planning 
Others 2 l O House planning and architectural 
drawing 
2 l O Rural house planning 
HOME ECONOMICS 
2 l O Orientation to home economics 
2 l O Home econom'ies !or men 
2 1 O Organization and use of house 
space 
2 lo Personal and family living 
2 l O First aid and home nursing · 
2 l O Family nutrition and meal 
Others -----=-"""""'-----=.._ __ .......,_ 
ELECTIVES 
management .2 lo Shades, sha.aows and perspective 
2 l O Textile f'iber, .. yarns, finish, 2.1 o Architectural elements 
use and care 2 l O Use of color and design 
2 l O Clothing construction•· · .. 2 1 o History of art 
2 l O Costume design ,as applied to ·2 l o Art appreciation 
_ .dress 2 l O Landscape design 
2 l O History .of decorative fabrics. 2 l o Fundamentals of' retailing 
2 l O Textile selection in the home:2 lo Store service 
2 1 0 Child development & guidance-~21 O Merchandise display essentials 
· Preschool : ~{1 o Equipment for the home 
2 l O Family economics & management Others 
2 l O Home management h~:mse residenoe -----------
2 l O Clothing buyer · 
2 1 O Historic textiles 
2 1 0 History of decorative textiles, 
china, glass 
2 1 O Drafting and flat pattern designing 
Others ....... ..., ......... .,..... ........... __ ......, ____ _ 
II. Plea.se indicate which of' the desired outcomes listed below are 
essential to people associated with interior design or the home 
furnishings indus1iry. 
Yes No 
Y N 1. An ability to draw a.rchi tectur ally (technically) .. 
Y N 2. An ability to select and use colors. 
Y N 3. An understanding of the psychological effects of colors~ 
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Y N 4. An understanding of factors affecting construction such as 
plumbing, electricity., etc. 
Y N 5. An understanding of factors such as health, church, school, 
community, living patterns, and cost which should be 
considered by a family when selecting the location for a 
home. 
Y N 6. Desirable attitudes tc»1ard personal, social and socio• 
economic problems. 
Y N 7. An understanding of self and motives., and of one's own 
potentialities. 
I N 8. The acquisition of factual information. 
Y N 9. The acquisition of' an accurate technical vocabulary. 
Y N 10. An ability to consult source materials and to organize 
findings in solving problems. 












An understanding of' personal., home., and community 
relations as they arreat housing. 
An awareness or social and ecoriomic needs and problems 
in present-day family life at various levels of living. 
An ability to relate the basic principles of design to 
satisfying personal, home., and community living. 
An ability to assume responsibility to society. 
An ability to accept existing conditions; yet be aware 
or needed changes and be willing to do something to 
promote change. 
Y N 17. An understanding of the elements of design and an 
ability to use them. 
Y N 18. An understanding of textiles, woods, metals, and other 
structural materials. 
Y N 19. An understanding of public relations. 
Y N 20. A sense of salesmanship. 
Y N 21. An understanding of people. 
Y N 22. An understanding of business procedures. 








An ability to guide others. 
An ability to manage time and energy effectively. 
An ability to visualize complete interior designs and to 
plan. their execution. 
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I N 27. An ability to recognize problems and to plan their solution. 
y N 28. An ability to plan, organize., and carry out work involved 
in decor a ting. 
III, Did you graduate from college? _____ If so., what was your major? 
IV. What were some of the courses that you did not have but needed? 
V. Would you recommend graduate work for an interior designer? ---
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VI. From your experience in the professional field, what do you now 
reel was the most valuable experience in your undergraduate curriculum? 
VII. Why did you choose interior design as your major in college? 
Answer more than one if' you so def.lire in the available space. 
· a.. I wished to become a. wage earner. -----b. ~ friends influenced me. 
c. My parents encouraged· me·.· -----d. I wished to become an interior designer. 
-----e. I like to do things with my hands· such as craf'ts. 
r. I thought it to be a more practical course. 
------g. I liked the instructors. · 
h. I like to be creative. 
-----L N.o particular reaso~. · 
j. Others (Describe) ~ · 
-----------..------------------------
VIII. Wi thi'n the first three months ::after gradu~tion, did you become one 





a. Gainfully employed in interior design? 
b. Gainfully employed in a?lQther. field? If' so, what? __ _ 
c. Became a full-time homemaker? 
d. Enter the armed services? ,· ..... . 
e. Others (Describe) ··· 
____________________________ ,,,_ ____ __ 
IX. Since receiving your bachelor's degree, have you taken additional 
work in order tos Please indicate in available space. 




Shortly after March 31, you received a questionnaire concerned with 
the undergraduate preparation that you would recommend be required of a 
major in int~rior design and furniture merchandising. I realize that 
your responsibilities are many and that possibly you have not had time 
to respond to the questionnaire. Your recommendations will be or great 
value to me and other educators in developing a better curriculum, 
therefore, I hope you will find time to participate in ,my study. I.f 
you ha.ve lost or misplaced the original questionnaire, please return 
the enclosed post card and I will send you another questionnaire. 
Thank you .for your cooperation. I am looking forward to hearing from 
you. 
Yours very truly, 
VITA 
Richard Wayne llenton 
Candidate for the degree of 
Master of Science 
Thesis 8 EVALUATIONS MADE BY THREE GAINFlJLLY EMPLOYED GROUPS OF 
PEOPLE REGARDING COURSES IN A HOUSING AND INTERIOR 
DESIGN CURRICULUM. 
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